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Atlanta, Georgia

CryoLife Deliberately Shipped Contaminated Tissue; 

Gulf War Veteran Crippled
In another move that is astounding in its disregard for consumer health, it has come to light that CryoLife, Inc. consciously distributed tissue from a contaminated cadaver, which resulted in permanently injuring a Gulf War veteran. This case adds yet another crippling permanent injury and serious case of bacterial infection to the growing list of adverse reactions to CryoLife-scavenged tissues. Attorney Don C. Keenan of Atlanta, who represented the family of Brian Lykins, the young man who contracted and died from a Clostridium infection after receiving CryoLife tissue in November 2001, also represents the victim filing suit 23 April 2003. 


Bonny Gonyer, Gulf War vet and married mother and step-mom received a rotting CryoLife implant, significantly diminishing her health and quality of life.

Incredibly, CryoLife company officials argue that there is no reason to dispose of tissue from an infected source cadaver (telephone conference 25 June 2002). Under this questionable policy, in April 2001 the company shipped a hemi-patellar tendon implant from a donor cadaver that, in two separate tests in February 2001, produced positive microbiological cultures for Clostridium Paraputrification and for Clostridium Septicum. In March 2001 the same donor cadaver had a positive microbiological culture for another, unknown organism. Despite three separate positive microbiological cultures from the cadaver, CryoLife still shipped the contaminated tissue which was subsequently implanted into the right knee of Bonny Gonyer of Wisconsin, a Nestlé employee and Gulf War veteran.
According to the FDA, in a report filed in February 2003, CryoLife continues to distribute known contaminated cadaver pieces, although previously cited by the FDA for such dangerous practices in April 2002. According to their report “at least twelve distributed allografts are associated with reported Clostridium, Candida, or E. Coli infections.” This signals a new level of reckless conduct with regard to public safety, one which could very well result in maiming or killing more transplant patients.

In late April 2001, 41-year-old Gulf War veteran Bonny Gonyer received the infected CryoLife implant to repair the anterior cruciate ligament in her right knee, which was injured in a snow skiing accident. Prior to the surgery, Bonny was an active sportswoman who enjoyed a range of sports including horseback riding, running, swimming, boogie boarding, camping, fishing, hunting, and snow skiing. Since April of 2001, Mrs. Gonyer has undergone four surgical procedures; three as a result of the Clostridium-contaminated allograft she received from CryoLife. Sadly, she is no longer able to engage in any of the sporting activities she previously enjoyed frequently and her quality of life is permanently altered.
Gonyer’s lawsuit will be filed 23 April 2003 in Georgia, where CryoLife, Inc. is headquartered. As of 2 December 2002 the total number of outstanding cases against CryoLife, Inc. was seventeen.


For further information visit http://www.cryolifelitigation.com/other_cases.asp 
Please contact Kelli Koogler @ 404-523-2200; or email kkoogler@keenanlawfirm.com •  Website:  www.keenanlawfirm.com. 
Timeline


28 January 2001		CryoLife receives donor cadaver


5 February 2001	Positive Microbiological culture for Clostridium Paraputrification 


8 February 2001	Positive Microbiological culture for Clostridum Septicum


8 March 2001	Positive Microbiological culture for unknown organism


23 April 2001	CryoLife ships hemi-patellar tendon from donor cadaver


24 April 2001	Bonny Gonyer undergoes surgery to receive implant


29 April 2001	Gonyer undergoes second operation; tests positive for Clostridium











